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hen the town of
Allegheny was laid
out in 1878

surrounding the central area
were 102 acres called the
East, West, North and
South Commons. The area
was reserved as "common
land" for the pasture of
cattle owned by the town's
residents.

For the next 40 years the
commons remained just that -
common ground. However, in 1818
the state legislature appropriated
approximately 10 acres for a
penitentiary (the present site of the
National Aviary).

The next attempted raid was in
1819, when the legislature tried to set
40 acres aside for the new home of
Western University of Pennsylvania.
This assault was thwarted by the
protests of the residents of Allegheny
who claimed their right to the land as
their common pasture. The case went
to the supreme court under the title
"Trustees of the Western University of
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The Allegheny Commons - A Short History

The Humbolt Monument - now gone
will be one of the stops on the
upcoming tour of the Commons to be
held by the Allegheny City Society on
Sept. 14.

Pennsylvania against Robinson and
Others." In 1824, the university's title
to the lands was declared defective.
In 1822, the general assembly of the
Presbyterian Church sought to locate
a theological seminary on the
commons. This time, however, the
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