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Walking Tour of Union Dale
Cemetery

Society members and
guests spent an June afternoon
walking the shaded boulevards of
the first rural-landscaped
cemetery in Allegheny City,
Mount Union Cemetery.
Incorporated in 1846 by members
of the First Associated Reformed Ruth McCartan tour organizer talks about the history of Union Dale Cemetery at
Presbyterian Church of the start of the tour
Allegheny. currently First Allegheny Presbyterian Church on Union Place. Mount Union
Cemetery was a daring idea for the time when people were normally buried in small church
graveyards. The Victorian’s believed in honoring their lost loved ones with frequent visitation
and remembrances. This required the grave be in close proximity to the living family. However,
Allegheny City's growing industrialization and corresponding population increase, necessitated a
dynamic departure from the norm.

Mount Union Cemetery, now Division 1 of Union Dale Cemetery, is the final resting
place of many of the early prominent Scotch-Irish residents of beautiful Allegheny City. Discover
the history represented in the beautifully carved monuments of Mount Union Cemetery.

Some noteworthy families of an earlier era can be found in this section of the cemetery:
#®John Arbuckle, a machinist, who went into partnership with Charles Avery to establish the
Arbuckle and Avery Cotton Mill. The company was later purchased by a group of investors who
renamed the business the Eagle Cotton Mill.
@®The Rev. John Pressley, the beloved pastor of the First Associated Reformed Church of
Allegheny. Pressley Ridge School and North Side’s Pressley Street are named after him.
% Francis Torrance Sr. was one of the founders of Standard Sanitary Manufacturing Company
that would later become the American Radiator and Standard Sanitary Corporation that
manufactured plumbing fixtures. Today this company is known only as American Standard.
#®George Vincent and his daughter C. Jane Vincent can also be found resting here. C. Jane
Vincent was the first female doctor in Allegheny City and George was one of the founders of
Westminister College. (See article this issue)
#®The Smith family were owners of La Belle Steel, which later became Crucible Steel. Jane and
Matilda, two members of this family endowed the Geology Department of the University of
Pittsburgh.
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