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Society News

New Allegheny City Society Gift Idea

The Allegheny City Society’s 1st ever commemorative coffee mug was unveiled at the Allegheny
West Christmas House Tour in December. The 12 oz. white ceramic mug features images of the
Allegheny Carnegie Public Library and the Seal of the City of Allegheny in black. The cost of the
mug is $ 7.00 including shipping and handling.

Annual Meeting

The Annual Meeting of the Allegheny City Society will be held on Wednesday, April 26
at The Penn Brewery on Troy Hill Road. Before the meeting the Society will sponsor a buffet
dinner featuring the finest in German food. The buffet will begin at 6:00 p.m. Cost for the buffet
is $17.00 including tax and gratuity.

A short business meeting will begin at 7:00 p.m. This will be followed by the
presentation of the Rimmel Award to Pirtshurgh Post Gazette writer Patricia Lowrey. Following
the Rimmel Award John Canning will talk on The Germans of Allegheny City. The meeting and
talk are free and open to the public. However. reservations are required for the buffet dinner.
Call the Society at (412) 322-8807 to make a reservation.

Paris in the 1890’s

The Frick Art Museum featured Allegheny’s own Mary Cassatt in their winter exhibit of
post-impressionist prints. Ms. Cassatt is featured with some of the stars of the period such as
Toulouse-Lautrec. Pissarro. Degas. Van Gogh and Gauguin. The over 100 works of art are from
the permanent collection of the Philadelphia Museum of Art.

At the turn of the last century print making was just starting to blossom. Lithography’s
large press runs allowed the creation of affordable work for the growing mass market. “The
[etter” (1890-1891) is the featured Cassatt work of the exhibit. Mary Cassatt born in Allegheny
City never spent much time in the area after she started her career. beginning with her art
studies in Philadelphia.

The Arbuckle Family Fortune: Cotton, Coffee, Sugar
by Ruth McCartan

Iistorians have been very Kind to one member of the Arbuckle family. John Arbuckle the
I11. the owner of the first company to prepackage roasted coffee. “Ariosa” produced by Arbuckle
Brothers Co. of New York. has the title of the coffee that Won the West and every few years, the
John Arbuckle story is retold. When the story is told not much of the early history of the family is
ever mentioned. For many the family history begins when John arrives in New York City in the
1870's. But the Arbuckle story begins in Allegheny City in the early 1830's.

Allegheny Town was a country village in the 1820°s with a population of 792 with 85
houses. The Hope Cotton Mill was established in 1826 and the first in the town to process cotton.
The next year The Juanita Rolling Mill began iron production. Transportation had just gotten
casier with the completion of the Pennsylvania Canal from Leechburg to Allegheny. With the
Canal reaching Allegheny Town in 1829 the residents of the growing town built their first
Market House. Allegheny Town industries were growing and demanding workers.
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