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With the recent publicity generated by the Regional Renaissance Initiative, Pittsburgh's North Side looks
to expand greatly with the development of industrial sites, the construction of new stadiums and
improvement of transportation linkages. These concepts are nothing new, as author Dayid Wohlwill
demonstrates through this look at Allegheny City, the predecessor to Pittsburgh's North Side

Old Allegheny, Transportation and Baseball
By David Wohlwill,
Business Development and Planning Port Authority of Allegheny County

Until annexed into the City of Pittsburgh, Allegheny City was a separate municipality
comprising most of what is now the North Side. At its peak, about 130,000 people lived there, including
some of Pittsburgh's major industrialists. The first Carnegie Library, the predecessor to the University of
Pittsburgh and the Pittsburgh Pirates all called Allegheny
City home. Many of Pittsburgh's most important K
transportation facilities were developed there.

The Early Days

The first inhabitants of land along the Allegheny
River were the Seneca and Shawnee Indians. They
blazed an east-west trail that began at present day
Lawrenceville, crossed the river at Herr’s Island (now
called Washington’s Landing) and followed the future
alignment of West and East Ohio Streets. The trail
continued along the present path of Western Avenue and B
Ohio River Boulevard to Rochester in Beaver County. Exposition Park ¢ 1903

General George Washington used this trail ona  Photo courtesy of Carnegie Library of Pittsburgh
visit to meet the Senecas on the north bank of the
Allegheny River. Washington met with Queen Aliquippa, head of the Senecas, to whom he gave a
woolen coat and a bottle of rum. The rum, according to his account of the meeting, was "thought much
better the present of the two."

Ferry service was established in 1784 when the Pennsylvania legislature granted Daniel Elliott
the right to operate an Ohio River crossing on a route which followed the present West End Bridge. The
service operated until 1915, when a new bridge was completed between the Point and the North Side.
Two other ferries operated to the foots of Alcor and Federal Streets from Pittsburgh. One of these ferries
was operated by James Robinson whose son William would later become the first Mayor of the City of
Allegheny

An act of the Pennsylvania legislature set aside land north of the Allegheny River to be given to
Revolutionary War veterans as compensation for their service. In 1787, Benjamin Franklin appointed
surveyor David Redick to prepare a development plan for a town site across the Allegheny River from
Pittsburgh. His plan for the proposed Allegheny Town included 102 acres set aside for common
pastureland. This land later became known as North, South, East and West Commons, on which
landowners were privileged to graze their livestock.

In 1828 Allegheny incorporated as a borough. It grew rapidly, from 2,809 residents in 1830 to
10,989 people in 1840, before it was incorporated as a city. William Robinson was elected the first of
Allegheny City's 27 mayors.

The Sixth Street Bridge

As Allegheny continued to grow during the early 19th century, improved access was needed for
further development. In 1810, a charter was granted for the first St. Clair Bridge over the Allegheny
River connecting Pittsburgh with Federal Street. Construction began in 1818 and the bridge opened for













