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Book On the Allegheny Fire Department By Mary Wohleber Available for Sale
to Society Members.

"It was ten years in the writing," says Mary Wohleber, Troy Hill and North Side historian,
referring to her book newly published The History of the Allegheny City .
Fire Department. The book traces the history of the Department from . -
1829 when the Borough Council purchased two engines and hose
carriers that were manned by volunteers, through the organization of a
paid Fire Bureau that ended with the annexation of Allegheny City by
the City of Pittsburgh.. Using historic records and other sources,
Mary listed every fireman who served the City of Allegheny. Also, \¥ K
the types of equipment that was used is documented. The major fires that
plagued Allegheny City are recounted. The book has a number of hard-to-find photos or the
Allegheny City Firehouses many of which have been razed.

However, to Mary, the book is more than a history. She wanted to publish what she calls
"her legacy" to the North Side.

As part of the celebration of the publication, the Society along with the firefighters from
Station No. 39 (Troy Hill) have planned a book-signing by Mary, scheduled for August 25, 2002 at
the Troy Hill Fire House. The hours are 1:00 p.m. until 3:00 p.m. Mary will speak about the book
and her research at 1:30 p.m. Reservations are not necessary for the event, however, seating will be
limited to the first 50 people who attend.

Only 300 copies have been printed. They will be numbered and signed by Mary. The cost per
book is $19.95 including tax. As a special offering, Allegheny City Society members will have the
opportunity to purchase one copy of the book before they go sale to the general public. An order
form on the last page of this newsletter. It must be received by the Society no later than August 19,
2002. Books can be mailed for an $3.50 or can be picked up at the book signing on August 25™.

Board Member Dies

On Sunday June 23, 2002, Allegheny City Society Board Member C. A. Holmes Eubanks
died. On June 26" his friends and relatives joined in a memorial services at Calvary United
Methodist Church to remember Mr. Eubanks or as everyone called him "C.A." Allegheny City Vice
President, Michael Coleman remembered C. A. with these words:

"Sunday evening, June 23", I lost a friend—and our neighborhood lost a gentleman. That is
how I would describe C.A. Eubanks—a real, honest-to-God gentleman. But he was more.

He was a patriot who rejected the political flag waving of the far right; a non-church goer
who often expressed his faith in a great and merciful God; a Christian who knew more Yiddish,
much more, in fact, than I. He was a private person who delighted in leading tour groups though his
neighborhood, his yard and his even his house; a Southerner who was as anti-racist as anyone I
know. He was a fussy eater who loved to dine in good restaurants —"Green salad, no onions, no
dressing, please." He would always say "Please" and "Thank you". He was taught well.












