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Eye of the Storm - The Allegheny Connection

The Virginia Historical Society’s traveling collection of
96 of Robert Knox Sneden’s Civil War watercolors and
maps has opened at the Heinz History Center. These
eyewitness interpretations of the horrors of war, the trials of
military service and the routine of the everyday soldier gives
the 21st century a perspective of this era never before
available. _

This major exhibit has been expanded to reflect the E B
contributions of Western Pennsylvania. This is achieved Horsing Around - several members
with artifacts and archival materials from the large collection “t‘;“di“g e e o

; 5 orse at the Heinz History Center
of the History Center, the Carnegie Museums and local
collectors. The nations own history repository, the Smithsonian has contributed items from their
collection in Washington D. C. Thanks to this national association, the sword used by Erie Pa.
native, Colonel Strong Vincent, a hero of Gettysburg has come out of storage.

The sub-title of the Eye of the Storm exhibit reads “unknown stories of the Civil War”. These
are the stories that tell of Allegheny City. Both Congressional Medal of Honor badges of
Archibald Rowland, who lived and was an attorney in Allegheny City. The original medal given
to him for action as a scout with the 1st West Virginia Cavalry. This was the one he was to return
to the government before receiving the newer revision of the medal in 1873.

A tinted photograph is all that remains of the original oil painting of General Alexander
Hays, after the victory at Pickett’s Charge, dragging Confederate battle flags in front of his
troops. Before Hays rejoined the Union army at the start of the Civil War he was the City
Engineer of Allegheny.

Tucked in a corner is a copy of a never displayed interior photo of captured Confederate
officers in the Western Pennsylvania Prison. This prison was in the Commons of Allegheny, ( the
present site of the National Aviary) before moving and becoming the “Big House on the Ohio
River”.

The keepsakes associated with the Civil War experience of Levi Bird Duff are the most
poignant of the exhibit. Duff enlisted in Co. D of the 105 Pennsylvania Volunteers in 1862 and
rose to the rank of captain. While recuperating from wounds received in the Battle of Seven
Pines he married an Allegheny City woman named Harriet Nixon. Miss Nixon’s, father was the
fourth mayor of Allegheny. (See biography of Hezekiah Nixon in Story of Allegheny pg. 122.)
Returning to active duty in 1863 Levi sent flowers from the various battlefields with a short note
telling of his love for her. Dated July 4, 1863, a letter describes the horrific aftermath of the

























