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Fall Tours a Success by Ruth McCartan

After many months of planning the fall tours exploring the moving of Allegheny families
to Sewickley reached completion.

Allegheny City Society Board member John Canning, got the project started with a talk at
the Sewickley Valley Historical Center. John explored the various reasons why many of the
prominent Allegheny families left Allegheny City for the hills of Sewickley. When the Allegheny
Country Club members, after years of summering in the rural farm land of Sewickley moved
permanently, the Club, their social gathering place relocated also. With the ability to get to the
country life using first the train and later the
automobile the migration picked up momentum.

Joe Zemba and Peggy Dury next showed |
us the houses and estates of the transplanted :
Allegheny City residents. On a beautiful fall day
the tour explored the valley and the hills of
Sewickley. We got to view the secluded home
sites of many of the families that originally live
on Ridge and Lincoln Avenues: the summer
cottages such as “ As You Like It”, the great
estate conceived and built by Elizabeth Dohrman
Thaw; “Franklin Farm”; and “Fairacres” both
with connections to the B.F. Jones family.

The high point of the tour was to view
the last remaining estate, “Wilpen Hall”, the i . &
family home of the William Penn Snyder family ACS tour organizer John Cannmg with Peggy
from the grounds of the Sewickley Heights Dury and Joe Zemba at the Sewickley Tour
History Center. The History Center was opened for a private tour and while snacking on punch
and cookies Whitney Snyder told of his father’s love of the Heights.

Looking at the estate and listening to Mr. Snyder’s stories it was not hard to envision the
social life of the various families that called these hills home.

The final segment of the fall tour series was the walking and trolley tour of the mansions
of the Allegheny families who moved to the Sewickley area.

Two of the mansions of the Allegheny families have been adaptively reused by the
Community College of Allegheny County. Their administrative buildings Jones Hall, the family
home of B.F. Jones Jr. and Byers-Lyon Hall, the home of A.M. Byers was open for us to tour.
What a wonderful job the college did to save and reuse these magnificent architectural pieces of a

by-gone era.
















